
How to Clean Your Dog’s Ears?  
(Difficulty Level: Easy to Medium) 

Whether dogs like it or not, they need to have their ears 

cleaned. And, as you may already know, cleaning your 

dog’s ears is a very important task. In order to keep your 

canine friend happy and healthy, you need to ensure their 

ears are cleaned on a regular basis. Ears get a buildup of 

both wax and dirt, which is why bacteria can thrive. And, 

when bacteria can thrive, it can cause the dog to suffer 

with a horrible ear infection.  

As a dog owner, it’s imperative you check your canine 

friend for any signs of dirt, debris, parasites such as ear 

mites and infections once a week. Be sure to look in both 

ears – what you want are ears that are clear of an extreme 

wax buildup or discharge and looks fleshy-pink. However, 

if you observe any of the following signs, it means your canine friend is suffering with an infection: 

- Powerful, foul odor 

- Swelling/inflammation around and in the ear canal 

- Intense sensitivity of the ears to the touch 

- Any kind of nasty-looking discharge  

If you notice your dog is violently shaking his/her head or rubbing his/her 

ears on the ground or scratching at them and you observe any of the 

symptoms above, don’t try cleaning your dog’s ears yourself, as they may be 

too painful to clean.  

Rather, take them to the vet to get the right treatment. A vet will assess if 

the dog needs to be anesthetize in order to clean and treat the dog.  Your 

vet will then prescribe the appropriate medication to treat your dog’s ear 

infection. Ask the vet to show you how to clean and apply the medication at 

home for your dog. Ear infections left untreated can cause hearing loss and 

other permanent damage.  

Of course, to combat the problem before it even begins, you need to learn how to clean dog ears 

properly and to make sure it’s one part of the grooming process.  

http://www.dog-grooming-training.com/articles/ear-mites-in-dogs/
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Tools Necessary to Clean your Dog’s  Ears 

To get ready to clean your dog’s ears, you need to have the right tools in 

hand, readily available so that your attention is focused solely on him/her. 

Be sure you have: 

- Gauze or sterile cotton balls 

- Dog otic solution  

Step-By-Step Guide for Cleaning your Dog’s Ears  

Now, let us reiterate that the ear cleaning procedure that follows is for a dog with a healthy. If you 

observe symptoms of ear infection we mentioned above, it is best to take your dog to a vet for 

treatment.  

Ear cleaning is not that complicated: just remember to do it slowly and do not use a Q-tip to get into the 

horizontal ear canal. If you’ve got a squirmy dog, it’s best to have someone helping you. Be sure the 

room that you are in is quiet (minimize distractions) and bright (so you can see clearly). And, always 

wear a pair of clean gloves or wash your hands before the procedure to avoid further problems. 

Steps to cleaning your dog’s ears: 

1. Have your assistant help you hold the dog’s head and mouth so you can clean your dog’s ears 

easily. Holding your dog’s ear with one hand, gently lift up the ear flap so you expose the open 

ear. 

2. Squeeze adequate otic solution into the ear (follow the instruction on the bottle). Softly 

massage the outer ear canal so the solution will start to work. Then use the cotton ball or gauze 

to clean the ear.  

3. Repeat Step 2 as many times as you need until there’s no more wax and debris, each time using 

a clean piece of cotton ball or gauze. Work similarly for the other ear.  

4. Once you are done, allow the dog to shake his/her head to get rid of the extra solution.  

5. Use the gauze pad or cotton ball to clean the ear flaps and canals to remove the extra solution 

from the ear.  

6. After you’re done cleaning your dog’s ears, give him/her a treat. This helps to ensure the next 

dog ear cleaning goes smoothly. Remember to be gentle with their ears when you’re cleaning 

them. 

Tip: To clean dog ears out, you need to speak with them in a calm, cool manner. If you scare your pup 

with the first cleaning, he/she may become resistant to further cleanings. Use a reassuring voice and 

praise the dog when they show cooperative behavior. 

http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/click?id=sOk4buC02bA&offerid=170445.3058617&type=2&subid=0
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How Frequently Should You Clean Dog Ears 

Now, you might be wondering how often you should carry out this task. Really, that depends on your 

dog’s activity and the weather (warm and humid weather encourage bacteria growth).  Determine how 

often you need to clean your dog’s ears by inspecting its ears every day at first. Certain breeds tend to 

have more wax buildup compared to others. Clean your dog’s ears when you see any debris/wax inside 

the ear. After some time, you’ll get a hang of how frequent your dog’s ears need cleaning. Perform the 

ear cleaning procedure as often as you need. In addition, it is also good practice that you check your 

dog’s ears one time a week if you don’t have a weekly cleaning routine to make sure they are healthy.  

And whenever you notice any of the ear problems or symptoms mentioned above, be sure to get help 

from the vet. To learn more dog grooming techniques, click here to see our ebooks. 

 

Learn from our How To Groom a Dog e-course on how to: 

 How to brush and comb your dog to keep out the mats and maintain a nice neat coat.  

 How to clip your dog’s fur using an electric clipper without fear of over-trimming.  

 How to bathe and dry your dog after a bath without creating a mess around the bath area.  

 How to trim your dog’s nails without clipping her quick.  

 How to clean your dog’s ears. No more scratching on the ears from your dog. 

 How to brush your dog’s teeth to fight against tooth decay and bad breath. 

 The SECRET to getting your dog to enjoy grooming… So you’ll never have to worry about scaring 

your precious pooch or unsettling her ever again. 

 Get your dog do what you want, making your grooming efforts 10x easier! 

 Best-kept grooming tips for each coat type (So you know how to handle your dog’s coat with 

confidence!) 

 And so much more! 

 Plus 5 bonus eBooks that comes FREE with our e-course (worth $85)! 

Visit our website and see what others say about this e-course. Click here.  

http://www.dog-grooming-training.com/store/how-to-groom-a-dog-ebook
http://www.dog-grooming-training.com/store/how-to-groom-a-dog-ebook


The Complete Dog Owner Resources 

How To Groom A Dog – Techniques For Dog Owners 

Claim your very own eBooks from Dog-grooming-Training.com! 

This is a 3-part eBook series for dog owners. In part 1, learn all the 

dog grooming basics. Part 2 teaches you on how to groom a dog 

the easy and effortless way by eliminating the dog’s fear of 

grooming and then teaching it to cooperate with you during grooming. Part 2 dwells on the different 

coat types for dogs and how to groom each dog by its coat types. The package comes with Bonus eBooks. 

Click the link above to read the offers and bonuses on our Website now! 

 

Doggy Dan – The Online Dog Trainer  

Learn how to train your dog and solve behavior problems that your 

dog has. With over 100 videos, this is website is definitely worth 

checking out. Join Doggy Dan and thousands of other of happy dog 

owners and get full access to the video training system now. There 

is no other place in the world where you can learn so much about 

dog and puppy training, so quickly and so easily. 

 

Potty Train Your Puppy with a Litter Box 

Taught by a dog owner for dog owners, he has house-trained his 

dogs for over 30 years. You bet he’ll know a thing or two. Learn 

how to enjoy a full happy life with your dog without the need to 

rush home to take your pet outside plus no more dog walks in bad 

weather! This eBook is perfect for dogs living in apartments. 

 

Canine-911 (First Aid eBook) 

92% of dogs will experience a life-threatening emergency during 

their lifetime. Most dogs die from illness and injury than from old-

age. Learning about first aid before it happens could mean the 

difference between their life and death when it happens. As much 

as dog owners don’t like to think about this, you’ll never know 

when your first aid knowledge may one day save your dog’s life. 
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Essentials for the Herbal Hound 

Learn how to make homemade pet care supplies using earth-

friendly green products that work better, are safer for your pets, 

and will cost you much less than the top store brands. Product 

recipes for both dogs and cats including:  

*Pet Shampoos & Conditioners 

*Ear Solutions  

*Paw Balms 

*Flea Control 

*Odor Eliminators 

*Natural Remedies & Tonics…Just to name a few!  

 

A Complete Guide to Putting Your Dog on a Raw Food Diet 

Unprocessed raw meat, fruits and vegetables contain the right 

amount of vitamins, minerals, proteins and other nutrients that 

dogs need to thrive. Dogs on a raw food diet have very shiny coat 

without needing special coat care products. They also smell better! 

No doggie breath. No doggie body odor. Preparing your dog’s food 

can be very time consuming, but with the correct system in place, 

you’ll learn how to buy and prepare raw food in batches, so you 

don’t need to do it every day. This system not only saves you time, 

but is also a cheaper alternative to putting your dog on commercial 

raw food. 

 

Dog Food Secrets 4th Edition (Homemade Cooked Food) 

Introducing the 1-of-a-kind, step-by-step survival guide that makes 

your dog live a longer, healthier life, so you enjoy up to 8.3 more 

years of happiness & companionship than is statistically predicted. 

Includes: 

*35 all new healthier and easier-to-make recipes 

*All main meal dishes are flour, salt, sugar, butter and cream FREE 

*Every recipe has feeding recommendations for Toy, Small,   

Medium, Large & Extra Large dogs 

*Calorie count included for every recipe 

And much more….Click to see details (free sign up required) 
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